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The conference offers a good opportunity for researchers and academicians to 

interact directly with farmers of the Bundelkhand region and similar agro-climatic 

conditions for mutual understanding and interaction on the issues and communicate 

their achievements and recommendations for wider adoption and overall benefit to 

the farming system. Abstracts of original research work in thematic areas of the 

conference not exceeding 300 words (MS word, Times New Roman, 12-font size) 

must reach by due date along with the registration form and payments details of 

registration fee. Abstracts can be submitted through email (rcssj2020@gmail.com). 

Full length paper may be prepared as per the latest guidelines of Indian Journal of Soil 

Conservation available at our website www.iaswc.com. Mode of presentation of the 

selected abstracts will be selectively oral but mainly through poster presentations. 

Oral presentation should be of practical importance to the farmers. Awards will be 

given for the best oral and poster presentation on each theme areas. 

The entire poster must be mounted on a 36”x50” foam-core board/hard board. A 

poster displaying your poster title, name and affiliation should be positioned at top-

centre of the board. Text of the poster should be readable from 5' distance. Lettering 

for the title should be large (at least 70 point font). Use all capital letters for the title. 

Keep the text brief. The numerical data should be presented in the form of graphs. 

Data may be presented in small table-form. Limit the text to about one-fourth of the 

poster space and use “visuals” (graphs, photographs, schematics, maps, etc.) to 

describe the “content”. 

Delegates ` 4,500/-

Students and Participating Farmers ` 1,000/-

Invited Farmers Nil

All the participants are required to be registered for the conference by filling-up the 

Registration Form which is enclosed herewith and also available on the website 

www.iaswc.com. Submit the filled registration form along with registration fee in the 

form of draft/multi-city cheque or online Bank transfer receipt on or before January 30, 

2020 in favour of “Organizing Secretary, RCSSJ-2020” payable at Datia along with 

the registration form. The students are required to produce a valid identity 

card/certificate for availing the student discount.

For Registration fee, payable through ET, Account details are as follows: 

Account Name : Organizing Secretary, RCSSJ-2020 

Account No. : 38760017053 

IFS Code : SBIN0004542 

MICR Code : 475002003 

Bank : State Bank of India, ADB, Datia-475661 (M.P.) 

A range of suitable accommodation is available in Datia and adjoining Jhansi for the 

participants and their spouse. Necessary accommodation will be arranged for the 

selected farmers and invited speakers. On request, accommodation for registered 

participants having sent their travel plan shall be arranged on payment basis in the 

nearby guest houses and hotels on first come-first served basis. Delegates may also 

book accommodation as per need at their own. Delegates are requested to send their 

travel plan in advance to enable us to make accommodation arrangements.

Datia is well connected by rail traversed by West Central railway and road traversed 

by NH-75 of North-South Corridor. Nearest railway station is Datia. It is about 30 km 

from Jhansi railway station and about 70 km from Gwalior. The nearest airport is 

Gwalior.

Last date of Abstract submission : January 20, 2020

Intimation of acceptance of abstracts : January 25, 2020

Submission of full length papers : February 02, 2020

Conference dates :        February 03-05, 2020

Guidelines for Poster Presentation

Soil and water are the key natural resources and basic inputs sustaining the life on the 

earth. Over the years, there has been a drastic change in land use and rainfall pattern 

especially increased intensity leading to increased runoff, leaving little for ground 

water recharge. Increased runoff also erodes thus degrades the soil, hampering its 

fertility and productivity. The continuous degradation and ever increasing demand of 

natural resources in the population dense country like India are major constrains in 

achieving food security and social equality. NITI Aayog's recent report, 'Composite 

Water Management Index', underscores the looming threat of India's water crisis. Its 

current proportions are severe; about 0.2 million people die every year due to 

inadequate access to water—and are set to become worse under projected climate 

change. Further, "by 2030, the country's water demand is projected to be twice the 

available supply, implying severe water scarcity for hundreds of millions of people and 

an eventual six per cent loss in the country's GDP".

Soil security and improved water availability have been considered the keys to 

achieve sustainable development goal through land degradation neutrality. 

Fortunately the numerous and subtle linkages between soil, water and sustainable 

development has been well perceived and reflected in several national policies of 

recent past.  The National Water Policy (2012), inter-alia, advocate rain water 

harvesting, conservation of water and emphasize the augmenting the availability of 

water through direct use of rainfall. Sustainable Development Goals (SDG) 6 deals 

with all aspects of water availability, access and its use, and urges all nations to 

“Ensure availability and sustainable management of water and sanitation for all”. 

Ministry of Jal Shakti, Govt. of India, has also an ambitious plan of providing piped 

water connections to every household 'Har Ghar Ko Nal Se Jal' in India by 2024.  

Water not only has a basic function in maintaining the integrity of the natural 

environment but it is also a key driver of economic and social development, including 

health, gender equality, resilience, inclusive cities, life below water, terrestrial 

ecosystems, and peaceful and inclusive societies. 

With long-term average rainfall of 1,160 mm, which is though the highest in the world 

for country of comparable size, India struggles to fulfil even the current need. 

However, there is huge potential for rainwater harvesting which could enhance its 
3water storage, which is currently 209 m  per capita compared to developed countries, 

3 3 3such as USA (2,192 m ), Canada (25,337 m ) and Australia (3,223 m ). Skewed and 

concentrated and non uniform rainfall makes the task ever challenging. 

The poor water availability and land degradation is more challenging in some areas 

including the Bundelkhand region which comprises seven districts each from Madhya 

Pradesh and Uttar Pradesh supports about 18.3 million populations, out of which 

about 79.1 per cent lives in rural areas. The region is complex, diverse, rainfed, risky, 

under invested, vulnerable, socio-economically heterogeneous, ethnically unique, 

agrarian and backward relative to other regions. It is a hard rock area with limited or 

inadequate ground water resources, lacks infrastructure, access to improved 

technologies, markets and inputs with low productivity. Historically, Bundelkhand 
th thregion of both the states used to have one drought in 16 years in 18  and 19  

centuries, which increased by three times during the period 1968 to 1992 and the 

frequency has further increased in the recent past. The available traditional 

infrastructures including ponds tanks and Haveli systems are grossly insufficient in 

the present scenario of climate change. Soil and water conservation technologies 

including water harvesting, IFS, agroforestry, grassland and fodder management etc. 

on integrated watershed approach have successfully demonstrated that 

impediments in enhanced and sustainable farm production can be avoided.

National Water Policy, Niti Ayog, SDGs, National Commission for Integrated Water 

resource Development, and National Water Mission, inter-alia, emphasizes the 

harvesting and conservation of rainwater to augment the supply of water for drinking 

and irrigation. Looking at the crisis, futuristic challenging scenarios and national 

aspirations, it is pertinent to bring relevant technologies developed across the country 

through deliberations at national fora involving farmers as the prime stakeholders. 

Indian Association of Soil and Water Conservationists (IASWC) has started to provide 

farmers-scientists interface for technology development and application under the 

conceptual framework of ICAR initiated “FARMER FIRST” programme through 

organizing national & regional conferences. In series of such conferences, during 

February 03-05, 2020, National Conference on “Resource Conservation for Soil 

Security and Jalshakti: Farmers Perspective in Bundelkhand (RCSSJ-2020)” is 

being organized for different stakeholders' especially of Bundelkhand region at ICAR-

IISWC, Research Centre, Datia, Madhya Pradesh.

This farmers participation conference is anticipated to provide an effective platform 

for innovative farmers to represent farming communities in their respective areas and 

share their experiences, constraints, and expectations from researchers and policy 

makers vis-à-vis presentation from researchers and policy makers on various issues 

directly related to farmers livelihood so that ready information is available that can be 

effectively communicated through famers to farmers mode. The interactions and 

deliberations in the conference shall form recommendations and a policy framework 

for sustaining soil security and Jalshakti for higher and sustained farm production in 

the country in general and the region in particular. With this backdrop, the conference 

will highlight on the following broad and sub themes-

i) Status and potential of natural resources management in Bundelkhand

ii) Conservation of natural resources for nutritional & environmental security 

i) Strategy and issues in doubling farmers' income

ii) Conservation agriculture for adaptation and mitigation to climate change

iii) Organic agriculture for conservation of farm resources

i) Status, impacts and potential of watershed approach for soil & waters 

security

ii) Irrigation water management practices for climate smart agriculture

iii) Planning, implementation and evaluation issues in watershed programme

i) Status, challenges and potential of biodiversity in Bundelkahnd

ii) Agroforestry & water conservation practices for conserving biodiversity 

iii) Research, extension and policy issues in adoption of agroforestry

iv) IFS modules for biodiversity, soil security, Jalshakti and livelihood

i) Grassland and fodder practices for soil and water security

ii) Rehabilitation of degraded land through grasses

i) Institutional mechanism & policy issues for secured livelihood

ii) Issues & road map for technology transfer on Soil Security & Jalshakti 

As farmers are key stakeholder under National Agriculture Research Programme 

(NARS) programme, innovative and forward farmers will be the key speakers during 

different sessions, in addition to lead invited speakers from academic, researcher or 

administrative fraternity. The agencies/institutions, who are involved in dissemination 

of technologies and direct contact with the farming community in the region are 

requested to nominate innovative/progressive farmers, who have significantly 

contributed in adoption and development of conservation based diversified 

production system through various soil and water conservation interventions, 

integrated watershed management, agroforestry, organic and integrated farming 

system, rainwater harvesting and utilization etc. Standard format for nominating 

farmers should be used. Selected farmers will be invited for presenting benefits 

derived from adoption of technology.  Active and successful farmers harvesting the 

worth of science will be felicitated during the conference.

Theme I: Status, challenges & scope of conservation of natural resources 

Theme II: Soil & water conservation for doubling farmers' income

Theme III: Watershed approach: Key to Jalshakti & development of Bundelkhand

Theme IV: Agroforestry & integrated farming system for biodiversity,soil & 

water conservation

Theme V: Grassland & fodder management practices for sustaining farm 

income

Theme VI: Technology transfer, socio-economic & policy issues for mitigation 

of drought
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